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Annual General Meeting 
19th March 2018 

 
Wodson Park Sports and Leisure Trust 

 
Present: Janet Warrington – Disability SDO, Sandra King – Secretary, Debbie 
Sherwood – Fundraising Coordinator, Karen Guy – Family Rep, Jo Goodman, Derek 
Goodall, Margaret Goodall, Pam Mew, Lucy Rogers, Sharon Herbert, Paul Cawdell, 
Mrs Cawdell 
 
Apologies: Neil Ward – Chair, Tracey Fisher – Treasurer, Lesley and Martin 
Henderson, Hayley Warrington – Volunteer Rep, Maria Walker – Cheshunt Rep, 
Emma Warrington - Coach 
 
Minutes of the last AGM meeting (21st March 2016) were agreed as true and correct, 
proposed by Paul Cawdell and seconded by Mrs Cawdell.   
 
Janet explained that the branch was audited by SOGB last year and they highlighted 
the lack of meetings including the AGM for 2017, this was mostly because the branch 
were holding meetings with regards to the National Summer Games 2017.   
 
Janet urged members to consider joining the committee and hopes that SOEH will 
have a more active committee who care about SOEH and work proactively towards 
the future meeting at least 4 times a year. 
 
Election of the committee 
 
Debbie Sherwood (Fundraising Coordinator) resigned from the committee 
announcing that the Summer Ball in July 2018 will be the last one she organises.   
 
The funds raised from the Charity Summer Ball were instrumental in setting up SO 
East Herts and without those funds SOEH would not have been founded in 2009.  
Debbie has organised Summer Balls for many years raising funds for various 
different organisations.  In 2011 Debbie talked to Neil and agreed to raise funds to be 
able to put SOEH on the map.  In 2011 she and a partner raised £8k split between 
SOEH and CHIPS and then in 2013 (£8k), 2015 (£8k) and 2016 (£14k) she raised 
funds on her own solely for SO East Herts.  
 
It can be argued that without these funds SOEH would not be as big a branch as it is 
today.  The funds enabled the branch to employ Janet Warrington as the Disability 
Sports Development Officer in 2011 for a 2 year period to develop new sports and 
social clubs for members.  It has also paid for transportation costs and sports kit for  
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athletes to go to the National Games (NSG13 Bath and NSG17 Sheffield) and also 
ensures clubs are sustainable through subsidising membership squad fees. Debbie 
said that she is now exhausted, and also disappointed by the lack of support from 
members’ families and wonders whether people know that the money raised has 
helped pay for their athletes and highly subsidises the costs they do incur.   
 
Janet thanked Debbie, on behalf of Neil Ward, and all the SOEH members, coaches 
and volunteers for her support and commitment to the organisation over the years.  
 
Karen Guy (Family Rep) added that she too feels disappointed, because when she 
organises a raffle for SOEH people could do more to support and donate prizes.   
 
Janet thanked both Debbie and Karen for their extraordinary contribution to SO East 
Herts and the commitment and hard work they have given to making sure the branch 
remains sustainable.   
 
Karen agreed to remain as Family Rep, however said that if anyone wanted to step-
up and take on the role she would be happy to support them.  Jo Goodman said that 
she would work with Karen as Family Rep.   
 
Sandra King suggested to members if a few of them worked together to share the 
role of Fundraising Coordinator, as a ‘Team’ or ‘Sub-Committee’ it might work better, 
spreading the load.   If anyone is interested in this role – please contact Sandra King 
or Janet Warrington (email : specialolympicseastherts@gmail.com).  
 
Janet nominated Harry Herbert to be the Athlete Rep for 2018.  Harry has recently 
been awarded the Borough of Broxbourne’s Young Person’s Achievement Award. 
 
 

 
Harry Herbert being presented in Award 2018 
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The following roles were proposed by Derek Goodall and seconded by Jo Goodman: 
 

Chairperson   Neil Ward 
 Vice Chairperson  Janet Warrington 
Secretary   Sandra King 
Treasurer   Tracey Fisher 
Fundraising Rep  Vacant 
Business Rep   Vacant 
PR/Website Rep  Vacant 
Family Rep   Karen Guy, Jo Goodman 
Athlete Rep   Harry Herbert 
Volunteers Rep  Vacant    
Bishop’s Stortford Rep Margaret Casey 
Cheshunt Rep  Maria Walker 

 
Sandra suggested that she would go out and meet with our coaches, volunteers and 
parents at the individual sports and social clubs to meet with them to see if anyone is 
willing to give some of their time to support the club and commit to 4 meetings a year. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Maria Walker (Cheshunt Rep) sent her apologies and a report which was read out by 
Sharon Herbert and Janet Warrington.   
 
Boxing - Maria plans to run Boxing Sessions in Madra Mor Boxing Academy, 
Harlow.  Gavin Conway runs the session and is very positive about being inclusive 
and clearly enjoys working with our athletes. Joel, Craig and Pino have attended 
there for 8 weeks.  The sessions will be run by SOEH Volunteer Coaches Mitchell 
and Clark Presland.  Mitchell has been boxing for just a year but is doing his debut 
boxing match in April.  He is keen and willing to learn more about training the athletes 
and will work with Gavin. 
 
Unified Football – Work is being completed to rejuvenate the Unified Football 
(players without a disability playing in a team with Special Olympics athletes).  In the 
past we did well and attended lots of tournaments but when Tottenham Hotspur 
finished their 1-2 years input it seems to have sort of fizzled out in South England. 
 
Walking Football – Maria is liaising with Dean from Cheshunt football about starting 
a walking football session on a Thursday afternoon, we have already had interest 
from local day care centres. 
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The Finance and Chair Reports were handed out to each member to read and are 
also attached to these minutes.   
 
Janet talked through the Finance Report and highlighted the income and expenditure 
figures for 2017: 
 

Income  £23,213.54 
Expenditure  £31,625.48 

 
This is a further demonstration of the valuable efforts of Debbie who raised the funds 
so that the athletes who attended the NSG17 did not have to pay for their sports kit 
(general and sports specific), transport to and from the games and any training costs.  
This totalled £7.6k and was fully-funded by SO East Herts, saving the members £210 
each which they would have had to pay.  SOEH also subsidises the clubs we run, 
which is in the region of £1k.  
 
After a short discussion about the fee structure of the SOEH run clubs, which charge 
£3.00 per session or are free it was unanimously agreed that we should:   
 
Increase the ‘pay as you go’ fee from £3.00 to £4.00 a session.  The following clubs: 
Athletics/Netball, Boccia, Dance, Choir and Development Football to implement the 
increase from the 1st May 2018.  Adult Football, which is sponsored by ROCCS 
currently, will also work towards charging the £4.00 fee, in-line with other SOEH 
clubs, as a priority. 
 
Annual Membership Fee of £20.00 per ‘active’ SOEH Member.  This means 
everyone who has a SAM Number (Special Olympics Athlete Membership) and is an 
‘active’ member will need to pay the Annual Membership Fee. To be introduced 
from 1st January 2019.  Janet explained that the SAM number is an Insurance for 
the athlete and the club and that SOSA branch charges its members an Annual 
Membership Fee of £40 per year.  It was agreed to start at the £20 and monitor and 
review the clubs financial position for the future. 
 
Debbie asked anyone who has a raffle prize or items for the Auction for the Summer 
Ball to contact her by email: d.sherwood2@ntlworld.com.  
 
Meeting closed 19:00hrs 
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